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Every step we take is a step others don't have to... 
 

Nearly 30 runners from Ashland United Methodist Church, of all 
experiences and backgrounds, embarked upon a journey this past 
May, a journey to eradicate the #1 cause of preventable death in 
the world: clean water. Through Team World Vision, our runners 
will be participating in the KC Half-Marathon on October 19 to raise 
money for clean, sustainable and life-giving water in the impover-
ished countries of Africa. Our goal is to bring clean water to 1,000 
people...1,000 people who would never again need to walk 2-3 
miles, carrying water containers of all kinds, to retrieve water that 
isn't even clean; clean water shouldn't be a luxury for anyone. 
 
Team Ashland has committed to raise $50,000 this year. Every $50 donation creates the means for clean 
water for a child in Africa for the rest of their life...that is a project worth our very all! Please continue to 
keep our runners in your thoughts and prayers each day. Weekly mileage totals can reach 12-15 miles 
with those numbers always increasing. If you are interested in donating to Team Ashland, contact the 

church office and we can help you get involved in our World Vision journey!  
 



I would like to thank Sue Abarr for her 
visits while I was in the hospital. Thanks 
for the prayer shawl and the carnation 
from the church. I am blessed to belong 
to such a caring church. 
   ~Herb Wandfluh 

 

To my Ashland family, I would like to thank you so much for 
the flower arrangement while I was in the hospital. I am 
happy to report that my ribs have healed nicely. The flower 
was a much needed bit of cheer in my room. 
               ~Nancy Lumb 
 

Dear Ashland family, Thank you all for your kindness at the 
time of Ed’s death. We were so very comforted by the 
many calls, cards, food, visits and prayers.  The funeral 
luncheon was lovely.                          ~Jean Weber and family 
 

Dear Joan Lehr Scholarship committee, Thank you so much 
for the generous scholarship! I really appreciate it! I still 
remember Mrs. Lehr and how she would let me push 
buttons on her wheelchair. I am excited to attend UCM this 
fall and study special education.       ~Abbey Grooms 
 

Dear Ashland, Thank you for the Ashland and Elizabeth  
Oliver Memorial scholarships. I really appreciate them. 
           ~Abbey Grooms 
 

Thank you to everyone who sent me birthday cards with 
nice notes in them.  I appreciated each and every one. 
             ~Dora Howard 
 

Dear Ashland UMC, Forgive our delay in thanking you for 
your sponsorship for the Crossing Outreach Ministry. Our 
first fundraiser—a 50’s style diner and sock hop—was well 
received and we raised $27,000.00!! Thank you for helping 
us make this all possible with your financial and volunteer 
support!     ~ Mary Margaret Laney, Fundraising Steering 
Committee 
 

Dear Joan Lehr Scholarship Team, Thank you for the Joan 
Lehr Scholarship. I appreciate your support in my endeavor 
to become a physician.           ~Ryan Watson 
 

Dear church family, Thank you for the many calls, texts, 
hugs and words of encouragement during dad’s illness and 
passing. We love all of you.            ~ Rick & Sheryl Akers 
 

We would like you to join our Men's Study Group that meets 
every Wednesday morning at the church from 6:30 a.m. to 
7:30 a.m. (work friendly)  The group explores various video 
studies as well as Bible studies. We welcome all men and 
share breakfast as we study.  If you have questions, contact 
Tom Duke at 279-9180 (or his cell 303-359-9010). 
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Your are cordially invited to attend a special reception in honor of 

Bill & Sharon Wasson 
on the occasion of their 50th Wedding Anniversary 

Saturday, September 7, 2019 
2 to 4 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

R.S.V.P. to Michele 913-449-5689 
 

 

If you are new to Ashland or if you have been visiting for a while 
and would like to explore membership, please join me on 

Sunday, September 8, 2019, at 10:00 
a.m. in my office for Coffee with the 
Pastor. This will be an opportunity to 
discuss church membership and learn 
more about the United Methodist 
Church. We will also discuss how to 

form a connection in the life of the church.  
I sincerely hope that you will join me.  Pastor Doug 

 

The Ashland United Methodist Men have a monthly meeting the 
first Saturday of the month, from September to May.  We meet at 

8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall for a hearty breakfast, a 
short business meeting and then a presentation.  We 
try to be respectful of your time and are usually done 

by 9 a.m.  Our goal of the monthly meeting is to meet and get to 
know other men in the church.  We also support various mission 
projects including a young man in Tanzania through Compassion 
International. 
For our upcoming meeting on September 7, church member, 
Harlan Henke will tell us about his project of building an airplane 
in his garage.  No reservations needed, just show up and bring a 
friend.  If you have questions, contact Tom Duke at 279-9180 (or 
his cell 303-359-9010). 
 
Update on Pivotal Point apartment: 
     Since the apartment is vacant, we are taking 
this time to de-clutter, refresh, inventory and 
restock so it is ready for our next resident.  
Thanks to the following: 
•The living room has been repainted.  Don and 

Kathy Smith donated a day of painting.  
•Two of Carlene’s  grandsons, Luke and Daniel, assisted in going 

through all the food items.  
•Karl Sundell put together a shelving unit left in the apartment. 
•Joyce's cleaning crew of George, Doris and Renee Pyle, Barb 

Morgan and Sue Wagner cleaned the apartment thoroughly.  
     The two bedrooms need to be painted before new tenants 
move in.  If there is anyone willing to help please contact Carlene. 
We need someone to do simple maintenance in the apartment. It 
won't take much of your time. Currently, there are only 4 items 
we need to have done.  Anyone that would like to help with this 
mission please call Carlene. 
Carlene Vining (238-1002) and Joyce Sundell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please do  
not bring 

clothing items 
to church! 
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Volunteers Needed for 
Ashland’s 

Habitat for Humanity Build Day 
Saturday, September 14 

(meet at church at 8:00 a.m.) 
 

Habitat for Humanity helps others in 
our community with decent and 
affordable housing. The Habitat Minis-
try at Ashland needs six people to  
volunteer their time and energy on  
Saturday, September 14 to help some-

one in the community realize their dream of a home they can 
call their own. Please contact Karen or Larry Sparks at 816-289
-2317 or ks7818@swbell.net if you would be willing to help.  

 

 
THANK YOU ASHLAND! 
 

Your kind donations of back to 
school supplies have made  
going back to school a little less 
stressful for those in need. 
 

Together we collected over $2,500 worth of school sup-
plies for the Salvation Army’s annual drive. 
 

Thanks to all who donated and those that volunteered to 
take supplies to the Salvation Army. 
 
         Nancy Leimkuhler, Coordinator 

 
In this 7 week study, you will develop a new understand-
ing of how God sees you and has chosen you to help 
make Jesus’ name known on this planet. Through biblical 
teaching and lessons from her own life, Christine Cine 
will challenge you to share the story of how God’s love 
has transformed your life right where you are.  
You can order the Bible Study Book from Amazon, Life-
way or contact  
Carol 573.692.0150 or carolanddougwalter@gmail.com .  
 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Sew & So’s annual 
craft sale will be  

Sunday, October 27.  
 

New items for sale 
this year are  chil-
dren’s reading pil-

lows, sock bunnies, 
doll clothes and 

sleeping bags, jar 
openers, eyeglass 

cases, key rings, lap 
quilts and many  

other items. 
 

Plan on shopping 
with us! 

 

 



 
 
 

The Cook Family 
 
 

We welcome the Cooks to Ashland. 
L to R: Zayne, John, Amanda, Logan 
Front: Gavin 
 
John is a physician at Mosaic. He likes golf, KC Chiefs! and 
coaching baseball. 
Amanda was born and raised in St. Joseph. She volun-
teers as a swim coach and loves the outdoors. She enjoys 
making arts and crafts and loves watching her children in 
all their activities. 
Zayne is a senior at Central HS. He is a drum major,  
enjoys video games, loves war history and martial arts. 
 
Logan and Gavin will join Ashland through confirmation. 
 
They attend 9:00 service. Be sure to say hello. 
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Thursday, September 19 
Leave church at 9:00 a.m. 

$5.00  (donation) 

Lunch at The Legends (buy your own) 
 

The National Agricultural Center and Hall of Fame is a great place to visit! We will explore the historical exhibits and 
National Agricultural Hall of Fame. Learn about agriculture – past, present and future – on our tour. 
 

Marvin Fine, Trip Coordinator 
279-2730 

Sign up sheets at both Information Desks! 

 
 

Bonner Springs, KS 
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Begins 
Wednesday, September 4 

Dinner is 5:15 p.m. in FH 
Classes are 5:45 to 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Methodist Identity: Our Story ~ This is the first course in a two-part series on Methodism.  The fall term will 
include the Wesleyan revival in England and the growth of Methodism in the United States and around the 
world.  We will also talk about the rise of Methodism in Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America.   The course 
will include vignettes from leading Methodist scholars. This course is designed for the new Methodist as well 
as the lifetime Methodist.  This 12-week study will give us the history to understand how we became the 
church we are today.  The spring term will piggyback onto this study and address the beliefs of the United 
Methodist Church. Pastor Doug, facilitator in room G11 
 
Messy People ~ Life lessons from imperfect Biblical heroes.  God can turn your messy life into a masterpiece! - 
Young women, we would like for you to join us. Every life gets messy at times. Whether it's a messy house or 
a messy situation, God can restore and use you. In this  study of some messy biblical people, you will learn 
that God uses broken people, restores broken hearts, and helps us deal with the hard moments of life. Each 
session focuses on a different character.  Kate Esely, facilitator in room 104 
 
David:  Seeking a Heart Like His ~ by Beth Moore guides us through this compelling study of David.  We will 
explore how David’s life proves that God will never give up on us.  In this examination of the man after God’s 
own heart, David will delight and disappoint you.  You’ll want to be just like him at times and nothing like him 
at others.  If you’ve ever experienced doubts, temptations, losses, family problems, or personal inconsisten-
cies, this is the study for you!” We will use the new video sessions and the updated version of the Bible Study  
Book.  Come join us!  Sue Abarr, facilitator in room 112 
 
A Stitch and A Prayer ~ Join this happy group of knitters and crocheters for an enjoyable time of creating 
prayer shawls, baby blankets, and chemo caps, all knitted with love and prayers.  Beginning knitters are 
warmly welcomed to this group. Betty Brychta, facilitator in room G13  
 
LIFT– Life in Fragile Times ~ We will have confidential conversations, support and information for life in  
fragile times. We will share, support, and encourage each other as we deal with life.  
Alan Southards and Ginger Gardner, facilitators in room 114 
 
Junior & Senior High Youth 
 

Amy & Brad Grooms lead our youth each Wednesday night with a wide variety of activities, games, service 
projects, lessons and more. The youth are always having FUN!  
 
Children’s Ministry 
 

Kathy Cordero facilitates the children’s sessions of MidWeek@Ashland. We have a nursery for infants to age two 
whose parents are helping or attending classes. We will have classes for children age two through 6th grade.  There will 
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Congratulations to these students who received Excellent Attendance awards on August 11th: 

Back row:  Casey Swords, Max Ruhnke, Brody Steele, Brenden Nixon, Ashleigh Nixon, Noah Miller, 

Marlo Miller, Luke Miller, Hayleigh Nixon, Avery Amos, Madisun Amos, Dawson Steele. 

Front row:  Ethan Drechsel, Dax Esely, Ashtyn Esely, Reese Drechsel, Gracelyn Cassity, Moira Cot-

ter, and Chloe Van Meter.  Not pictured:  Parker Jessen, Landon Jessen. 
 

Sonshine Story time starts up again on September 5th.  We meet the 1st and 3rd Thursday 

of the month (when St Joseph Public Schools are in session) from 10:00 – 11:00 in the  

lower children’s wing.  Story Time is for all preschoolers and their families.  On Septem-

ber 5th we will read God Bless My Friends and on September 19th we will read Noah’s Crew 
Came 2 by 2.  We will make a craft, have a snack, sing some songs, and have time to play with 

friends.  We send you home with an activity to practice Faith at Home. 
 

MidWeek@Ashland begins on Wednesday, September 4th.  Dinner will be served in Fellowship Hall 

from 5:15 – 5:45.  Classes run from 5:45 – 7:00.  We have a nursery for children ages 6 weeks – 2 

years whose parents are attending a class or teaching a class.  Tori Cordero will 

be in the nursery with the little ones. 

2/3 year olds – room G6 – Jenny Steele and Megan Regan 

4/5/K class – room G4 – Bobbie Sue Bareiss 

1st/2nd/3rd Grade – room 105 – Carol Sparks and Melinda Sylvester 

4th/5th/6th Grade – room 106 – Amy Schussler and Sharon Van Meter 

MidWeek@Ashland is a mix between Sunday School and VBS.  It is informal and lots of fun.  The 

kids have class time and music each week.  Music leaders are Kasey Brown and Rhoda McAllister and 

they make music fun!  The kids will earn Bible Bucks for various things and they can spend these two 

times a semester in the Bible Bucks store.  If you can’t join us right away because of other commit-

ments, come when you can.  We welcome new kids throughout the year. 
 

Follow us on Facebook at @ashlandchildrensministrystjosephmo 
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 Fall has arrived and with it a new energy comes to Ashland.  We have had a great summer, 
but fall marks a transformation in the life of the church.  The choir and bells will be back in the 
morning lineup and with that comes Wednesday evening practices.  We kickoff MidWeek@Ashland 
with an outstanding lineup offering something for everyone to connect with (see page 5).  We will 
have a great meal and a chance to connect with old friends and make some new friends along the 
way.  We will have special activities, Thanksgiving, and, before we know it, Christmas will be here. 
 We are finishing up our Back to Basics sermon series and I hope it has created an 

introspection of your faith life.  We can get in a rut and simply go through the motions of discipleship without making that solid 
connection to our why.  The why of life puts the spring in our step and inspires us to invite others to follow this wild ride 
following Christ.  We conclude this series and launch the first book series I have offered since being at Ashland; “Organic Faith: 
a study of Galatians”.  I think you will find it as exciting as anything we have offered.  It is a thought-provoking experience of 
applying God’s word to our daily lives.  
 I have been asking some serious questions about where Ashland is and what direction Ashland is going as a church. 
The answer to this search is found in the DNA of Ashland.  We can’t take a saliva sample and send it off to find our DNA; we 
must ask question that help us make the discovery. I believe the DNA of Ashland is found by asking three hard questions.  1) 
What is Ashland passionate about?   2) What does Ashland have the potential to do better than anyone else?  3)  How will 
Ashland engage our community adding such value to it that it will keep our doors open for the next generation?  These three 
questions will direct our future and they are informed by our past.  The DNA of Ashland isn’t a program or ministry it is in our 
approach to faith.  We offer an organic faith that is helpful and hopeful and real.  We practice our faith in the day-to-day way 
we approach living.  
 I will be preaching about the DNA of Ashland during September and October.  The greatest asset of this church, 
sharing an organic faith in Christ is rooted in the book of Galatians.  Galatians helps us connect with the value of being 
authentic and sharing our faith in an authentic way that offers real hope to people.  People don’t need a faith rich in human 
additives, we need a faith with the simplicity of Christ.  Galatians warns us against the human compulsion to create faith in our 
image and encourages us to be true to the simply call to follow Christ. 
 I hope your summer has been great and that you are looking forward to fall with incredible anticipation.   
 

 Blessings,  Doug   



 
You are invited… 
 

60th Wedding Anniversary Reception 
 

Robert & Kay Blair 
 

Saturday, September 7, 2019  
1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 

Savannah Senior Center (Lambright Hall),  
12737 State Route E, Savannah, Missouri  

 
 

No gifts please; cards will be appreciated and may be sent to  
301 B North Dogwood Street 

Savannah, MO  64485 

continued from page 2 
 
 
To our Ashland family,  
Words cannot express our love and appreciation for all the cards, flowers, visits and phone calls while 
Larry underwent his surgeries and as he goes through his recovery.  Thank you to Pastor Doug and 

Sue Abarr for the many visits and prayers and The Garden Sunday school class for all their prayers and support.     
~Larry, Karen, Virginia Sparks 

 
Dear Ashland family, 
Many thanks for your prayers, your visits and the flower that brightened up my room in my recent hospital stay.  The 
support of the membership has played and will continue to play an important role in my life. 

~Love to all and thank you,  Don Mahaffy 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sermon Series on Galatians 
 

Galatians: Organic Faith 
 

September 8  There Is No Other Gospel  Galatians Chapter 1 
 

September 15 Anything You Can Do I Can Do Better Galatians Chapter 2 
 
September 22 Grace vs Works-Righteousness  Galatians Chapter 3 
 
September 29 Stand Alone Sermon 
 
October 6  We Are Heirs of the Kingdom  Galatians Chapter 4 
 
October 13  The Freedom That Is the Gospel Galatians Chapter 5  
 
October 20  We Are a New Creation   Galatians Chapter 6 
 

 
We hope that you will join us! 





 

September 2019 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1     Communion Sunday 2 Labor Day 
Office Closed 

3 
9:00am Sew & So’s(201) 

9:30am Mother’s Day Out 
5:00pm Girl Scouts (G11) 
5:15pm Finance Team (111) 

5:45pm Nominations Team (111) 
6:00pm Cub Scout Pack (FH) 
7:00pm Boy Scouts (FH) 

4 
6:30am Men’s Study Group 

8:30am TLC Bible Study (112) 
4:00pm Bell Choir Practice (108) 
5:00pm MidWeek@Ashland Dinner(FH) 

5:45pm MidWeek@Ashland Sessions 
6:00pm Praise Band Practice(Sanctuary) 

7:00pm Choir Practice (110) 

5 
10:00am Sonshine Story 

Time(G6) 
1:30pmReflections Bible Study 
(G13) 

2:30pm Prayer Group (Prayer Room) 

 

6 
9:30am Mother’s Day Out 

 

7 
 

7:00am World Vision Group Run 
8:00am UMM Breakfast (FH) 
1:00pm Robert & Kay Blair 60th  

  Reception(Savannah Senior Center) 
2:00pm Bill & Sharon Wasson 50th  
 Reception(FH) 

8    
10:00am Coffee with Pastor(office) 
2:00pm Boy Scout Eagle (FH) 

4:30pm New G’s (FH)  
 

9 
5:15pm Ad Council(111) 
6:15pm First Monday(Parlor) 

10 
9:00am Sew & So’s(201) 
9:30am Mother’s Day Out 

2:00pm LFO (G13) 
5:15pm Trustees(111) 
5:30pm 20/20 Bible Study (112) 
6:00pm Cubs (104,113,114, G13) 

7:00pm Boy Scouts (FH) 

11 
6:30am Men’s Study Group 
8:30am TLC Bible Study (112) 

4:00pm Bell Choir Practice (108) 
5:00pm MidWeek@Ashland Dinner(FH) 

5:45pm Bible Blast 3rd Graders(103) 
5:45pm MidWeek@Ashland Sessions 
6:00pm Praise Band Practice(Sanctuary) 

7:00pm Choir Practice (110) 

12 
1:30pmReflections Bible Study 
(G13) 

2:30pm Prayer Group (Prayer Room) 

5:30pm Missions Team (111) 
6:00pm Girl Scouts (G11) 

13 

9:30am Mother’s Day Out 
 

14 
7:00am World Vision Group Run 
8:00am Habitat Work Day 

                                (meet at church) 

15    
9:00am Contemporary Service 20th  
             Anniversary 
Present Bibles to 3rd Graders 

4:30pm New G’s (FH)  

16    
6:00pm PEO Chapter BJ(G11) 
 

17     
9:00am Sew & So’s(201) 
9:30am Mother’s Day Out 
5:00pm Girl Scouts (G11) 

5:30pm 20/20 Bible Study (112) 
6:00pm Cubs (104,113,114, G13) 
6:30pm Boy Scouts (FH) 

 

18 
6:30am Men’s Study Group 
8:30am TLC Bible Study(112) 
9:00am Messenger Articles Due 

4:00pm Bell Choir Practice (108) 
5:00pm MidWeek@Ashland Dinner(FH) 

5:45pm MidWeek@Ashland Sessions 
6:00pm Praise Band Practice(Sanctuary) 

7:00pm Choir Practice (110) 

19 
10:00am Sonshine Story 
Time(G6) 
1:30pmReflections Bible Study 

(G13) 

2:30pm Prayer Group (Prayer Room) 

5:15pm Pastor-Parish Team 
(111) 

6:00pm Adonia Circle(Keller) 
6:00pm Girl Scouts (G12-13) 
6:00pm PEO Chaptaer KM 

(G13) 
 

20 
9:30am Mother’s Day Out 
 

21 
7:00am World Vision Group Run 
 

22 
4:30pm New G’s (FH)  

 

23 
10:00am M&M Bible Study (112) 

 

24 
9:00am Sew & So’s(201) 

9:30am Mother’s Day Out 
5:30pm 20/20 Bible Study (112) 
7:00pm Boy Scouts (FH) 
 

25 
6:30am Men’s Study Group 

8:30am TLC Bible Study(112) 
10:00am Messenger Mailing Team 1 (113) 

4:00pm Bell Choir Practice (108) 
5:00pm MidWeek@Ashland Dinner(FH) 

5:45pm MidWeek@Ashland Sessions 

6:00pm Praise Band Practice(Sanctuary) 

7:00pm Choir Practice (110) 

26 
1:30pmReflections Bible Study 

(G13) 

2:30pm Prayer Group (Prayer Room) 

 

27 
9:30am Mother’s Day Out 

 

28 
7:00am World Vision Group Run 

 

29 
4:30pm New G’s (FH)  
 

30 
10:00am M&M Bible Study(114) 
6:30pm Children’s Ministry (Sawyers) 
 

     

  


